> 2 nes e sawi

SAMEL 4 e m e l'"l",;""‘i.
,CH Robigson < Riil Divisign 2 "

Februagy, 28, 2000 -, I e aedh,

Mr. Vernon A. Williams, Secretary
Surface Transportation Board
Office of the Secretary

Case Control Unit

Atm: 8TB Ex Parts No, 582

1525 K Swest, N.-W,

Whaskingten, D.C. 20423-0001

Dear Sir:

1 971730

David L, Howland

Vice Presidont w Rafl
CH Robinzen

1100 5™ Streer Suita 200
Coralville, TA, $224]

‘.;N':“._'
Phan 1o
:

"

ENTERED
Office of the Sacretaly

MAR 15 2000

Part of
Public Record

1 am writing this letter in confunction with the upcoming hearings on March &, 2000 in Ex Parre 582 concerning the
merger propossl between the CN RR and the BNSF RR.

tail mezgers in North America, we have a mixed review of the resuls. We are

conceraed with the timing of this proposal, due to the anticipated reaction by the other eartiars of a defensive narye,

We are very concerned about their a

CN and BNSF 'havingﬁboth recently

Not withst'axladiﬁg, we also ses the potential merils of the

bility to succeed with any additional mergars a this time,

as weil as the ability of the
gons through their own mergers.

application at hand, s well as zome of the pitfalls, We feel that

t00 lttle i know at this time abays the Arl managemsot and operating plan of the parties to maks 3 full #sscssment of the
benefits of the merger, The only way to gain that knowledge is to learn how the parties will manage and operate the
combi.n,e_d‘cumpénias moving forward, and what kinds of implications that will have on serving our transportation needs.

We fael that the Surface Transportation Board has a comprehensive process 1o evaluate this ag wel] a5 other zpplications,

and trust In the Board to do so, The needs of the shipping community should be at the

heart of the diseussiogs, and

insuring the best transporration service possible should be the targeted result of these diseussions,

Sineerely,

A Uil

* David L. Howland
Vice President & Geqeral Manger
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